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AIR TRAFFIC RULES ~ DEFINITION OF CEILING 

The United States Weather Bureau has revised i t s procedures for the 
determination and measurement of " c e i l i n g . " A c e i l i n g i s now te c h n i c a l l y 
considered to be the lowest layer of clouds or obscuring phenomena reported 
as "broken," "overcast," or "obscuration" and not c l a s s i f i e d as "thin" or 
" p a r t i a l , " This change i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n that a broken or overcast l a y e r 
of clouds w i l l no longer be reported as a c e i l i n g i f the layer i s pre
dominantly transparent. Concurrent with t h i s change i n procedure the 
Weather Bureau has also revised i t s d e f i n i t i o n of c e i l i n g , 

The purpose of th i s amendment i s to bring the C i v i l A i r Regulations 
into conformity with the foregoing changes i n the procedure of c e i l i n g 
determination. 

Interested persons have been afforded an opportunity to participate 
in the making of t h i s amendment, and due consideration has been given to 
a l l relevant matter presented. 

I n consideration of the foregoing the C i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby 
amends Part 6o of the C i v i l Air Regulations (lit CFR, Part 60, as amended) 
eff e c t i v e March 12, 1953s 

By amending § 60.72 to read as follows; 

60.72 C e i l i n g . The height above the ground or water of the lowest 
la y e r of clouds or obscuring phenomena that i s reported as "broken," 
"overcast," or "obscuration" and not c l a s s i f i e d as "thin" or " p a r t i a l . " 

(Sec. 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t . 981tj h9 U.S.C. h25 ( a ) . Interpret or apply sec. 
601, 52 S t a t . 1007$ k9 U.S.C. 501) 

By the C i v i l Aeronautics Board; 

/ s / M. C. Mulligan 

M. C e Mulligan 
(SEAL) Secretary 
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